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24 - 25 November 2016  

ESSEC Business School, Asia-Pacific 

Singapore

FRANCE-SINGAPORE ECONOMIC FORUM
LES RENCONTRES ÉCONOMIQUES IN SINGAPORE

EUROPE AND THE ASIAN CENTURY
KEYS FOR THE WORLD ECONOMY



FOREWORD

Manu Bhaskaran
Vice President, 
Economic Society of Singapore

Arnaud de Bresson
Chief Executive Officer, 
Paris EUROPLACE

Jean-Michel Blanquer
Dean and President, 
ESSEC Business School

Jean-Herve Lorenzi
President, 
Le Cercle des économistes

Over the years, Singapore and France have developed strong economic ties. Today, Singapore is France’s third 
largest trading partner in Asia. Last year, the total value of France-Singapore trade amounted to EUR 7,875 million, 
representing a 0.7% increase compared with 2014.

As a leading global economic, trading, and financial hub, Singapore is a gateway to the Asian continent and 
Southeast Asia, in particular. The region is experiencing a rapid growth that France is keenly watching, and the 
development of a dialogue platform that gathers academics, institutions, companies, and policy makers of both 
countries would present a shared opportunity for learning and exchange, deepening the mutual understanding 
between key stakeholders.
 
It is our pleasure to invite you to the first edition of Les Rencontres Économiques in Singapore – France-Singapore 
Economic Forum, which will be held from 24 - 25 November 2016 at the ESSEC Asia-Pacific campus. Co-organized 
by the “Cercle des économistes”, ESSEC Business School, the Economic Society of Singapore and Paris EUROPLACE, 
with the support of both the French and Singaporean authorities, the forum will mark a key milestone in the 
relationship between the two countries, gathering major stakeholders to foster dialogue and increase cooperation. 

Bringing together a panel of esteemed speakers from different backgrounds, the France-Singapore Economic Forum 
aims to provide an in-depth exploration of the bilateral economic relations between Europe and Asia, including key 
issues such as innovation, economic growth, monetary policy, and regional integration. It will challenge past ideals, 
introduce alternate concepts, and inspire new opportunities. We trust that it will be an impetus to encourage greater 
partnerships between French and Singapore businesses. 

We hope that you can be part of this exceptional event.

Yours Sincerely,



AGENDA

THURSDAY, 24 NOVEMBER 2016

1:45pm - 2:10pm

2:10pm - 2:40pm 

2:40pm - 3:55pm

3:55pm - 4:15pm 

4:15pm - 5:30pm

5:30pm - 6:45pm 

7:30pm - 10:30pm

FRIDAY, 25 NOVEMBER 2016

10:00am - 11:15am

11:15am - 12:30pm

12:45pm - 2:15pm

2:30pm - 3:45pm

3:45pm - 4:15pm

4:15pm - 5:30pm

Welcoming address by ESSEC, ESS, Le Cercle des économistes and Paris EUROPLACE

Keynote speech

Session 1: Panorama of the World Economy

Coffee break

Session 2: Can monetary policy help relaunch economic growth?

Session 3: Where to invest in an unpredictable world?

Official dinner

 

Session 4: France and Singapore: Two complementary models through globalization?

Session 5: Can innovation drive international cooperation?

Luncheon @ ESSEC Asia-Pacific campus, level 5

Session 6: Is regional integration a concept of the 21th century?

Coffee break

Closing Session: En Route toward economic peace



ES
SE

C
 | 

C
PE

 R
eg

is
tr

at
io

n 
nu

m
be

r 
20

0
51

19
27

D
  |

  P
er

io
d 

of
 r

eg
is

tr
at

io
n:

 3
0

 J
un

e 
20

11
 -

 2
9 

Ju
ne

 2
0

17

Le Cercle des économistes was created with the ambitious aim of stimulating the economic 
debate. Thanks to the diversity of opinion of its 30 members, all academics who hold or 
have held a position in the private or public sector, and numerous activities developed in 
partnership with French media, the Cercle des économistes has rapidly become a key player 
in the economic arena.
Among a number of events , Le Cercle des économistes has been organizing every year, in July 
«les Rencontres Économiques d’Aix-en-Provence”, gathering more than 220 speakers from all 
over the world with a public of 3 000 people.
Le Cercle des économistes can provide its expertise with its thirty members, its network of 
international academics, institutions and business leaders as well as its experience in the 
organization of high quality economic debates.

Contact: Clara Pisani-Ferry 
Email: clara.pisani-ferry@cercledeseconomistes.fr  |  Tel: +33 1 45 44 75 34

The Economic Society of Singapore (ESS) is a non-profit organization of economists and 
other professionals interested in economics. ESS brings together members of the economics 
profession in academia, the government and business sectors and provides a platform for 
discussions on issues facing the Singapore economy and the region. The primary objective of 
the Society is to raise public awareness, and stimulate public interest and debate, in economic 
issues. It does this by organizing conferences, talks, workshops and public lectures and by 
conducting studies on issues, either on its own or in partnership with other organizations.
The objectives of ESS are to raise public awareness on Economic issues and to stimulate public 
interest in Economics, to encourage discussion on Economic problems with special reference 
to Singapore and to issue a journal and other special publications.

Contact: Walter Edgar Theseira
Email: waltertheseira@unisim.edu.sg  |  Tel: +65 6773 2913

For over a century, ESSEC has been developing a state-of-the-art educational program that 
gives the individual pride of place in its learning model, promoting the values of freedom, 
openness, innovation and responsibility. Preparing future managers to reconcile personal 
interests with collective responsibility, giving consideration to the common good in their 
decision-making, and weighing economic challenges against the social costs are some of 
the objectives ESSEC has set for itself. Its ultimate goal? To create a global world that has 
meaning for us all.
The Asia-Pacific campus, strategically located in Singapore, represents the perfect foothold 
for ESSEC Business School to be part of the vibrant growth of Asia and to share its expertise 
in the fast-growing region.

Contact (France): Raphael Muller
Email: muller@essec.edu  |  Tel: +33 1 34 43 30 00
Contact (Singapore): Heloise de Menthiere
Email: dementhiere@essec.edu  |  Tel: +65 6413 9709

Paris EUROPLACE is the professional body which supports the France-based financial 
services industry and promotes Paris as an international financial center. Paris EUROPLACE 
gathers and expresses positions of market players as it seeks to strengthen the attractiveness 
of the Paris financial marketplace, establish constructive relations with European Institutions 
in a global financial context, stimulate research and financial innovation, and promote these 
objectives internationally.

Contact: Nadine Huynh
Email: nadine.huynh@paris-europlace.com  |  Tel: +33 1 70 98 06 35

ORGANIZERS


